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Br itishC o l um bia ha sa new Buil ding A ct. Itisintendedto ensur etha tbuil ding r equir em ents
a r eseta ta pr o vincia l , r a ther tha nm unicipa l , l evel . The a cta l so pr o videsf o r m inim um
qua l if ica tio nsf o r buil ding o f f icia l s.

Itr eceivedRo y a l A ssento nM a r ch2 5 , 2 0 1 5 but
a so f theda te o f thiswr iting isno ty etinf o r ce.

Theunder l y ing pur po se o f thenew a ctisto
esta bl ishco nsistentbuil ding r equir em ents
thr o ug ho utB. C .

Thisisintendedto im pr o veef f iciency ,
pr o ductivity a ndinno va tio nintheco nstr uctio n
secto r .

TheC ity o f V a nco uver isexem ptf r o m this
r eg ul a tio n.

O ncethenew r eg im eisinpl a ce, V a nco uver a l o newil l ha vejur isdictio nto cr ea te a ndenf o r ce
itso wnbuil ding r eg ul a tio ns, inthewa y l o ca l g o ver nm entsha vehisto r ica l l y do neinthis
pr o vince.

The a ctm a kesthepr o vincetheso l e a utho r ity f o r cr ea ting buil ding r equir em ents.

C ur r entl y , buil ding r equir em entsr em a ina pa tchwo r k a cr o ssjur isdictio ns, withva r io us
a utho r itiesim pl em enting r equir em entsina dditio nto theB. C . Buil ding C o de 2 0 1 2 .

W henthea ctisf ul l y inf o r ce, a ny l o ca l r equir em ento ver l a pping witha pr o vincia l buil ding
r eg ul a tio nwil l be o f no ef f ect.

M unicipa l itieswil l ha vetwo y ea r sto r escind l o ca l buil ding r equir em entsf r o m their by l a ws
f o l l o wing theco m ing into f o r ce o f the r el eva ntsectio nso f the a ct.

Thepr o vinceha sco m m entedtha tthe a ctisno tintendedto a l ter o r cr ea tenew buil ding
co des, butisintendedto str ea m l ineho w theexisting co deisused.

O ne o f them o stno ta bl echa ng esthe a ctintr o ducesisa seto f m a nda to r y qua l if ica tio nsf o r
l o ca l buil ding o f f icia l s.
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C ur r entl y , ther e a r eno m a nda to r y qua l if ica tio nsf o r buil ding o f f icia l so r r equir em entstha t
l o ca l a utho r itieso nl y em pl o y qua l if iedbuil ding o f f icia l s.

TheBuil ding A ctwil l cha ng ethisby im po sing cer ta inr equir em ents, incl uding exa m ina tio ns,
m em ber shipo f a pr escr ibedpr o f essio na l a sso cia tio na nd r eg istr a tio nwitha new pr o vincia l
r eg ister .

The l eg isl a tio nco ntem pl a tesg r a ndf a ther ing pr o visio nsf o r so m edesig na tedpr o f essio ns, but
deta il sha ve y etto bepr o vided.

The g o ver nm ent' sintentio nistha tthesequa l if ica tio nr equir em entswil l im pr o veco nsistency
inBuil ding C o deinter pr eta tio na ndenf o r cem ent.

These r equir em entswil l bepha sedino ver f o ur y ea r sf o l l o wing theco m ing into f o r ce o f
r el eva ntsectio nso f the a ct.

W eunder sta ndtha tneg o tia tio nsa r ecur r entl y under wa y betweenthepr o vincia l g o ver nm ent
a ndtheBuil ding O f f icia l s' A sso cia tio no f Br itishC o l um bia r eg a r ding the a dm inistr a tio no f the
new qua l if ica tio npr o cess.

The g o ver nm enta l so sa y stha ttheBuil ding A ctwil l expa ndsuppo r tf o r inno va tivedesig n.

Itintendsto im pr o vethe a ppr o va l pr o cessf o r inno va tivebuil ding s, sucha sthe W o o d
Inno va tio na nd D esig nC entr einP r ince G eo r g e o r r ecentm o vesto wa r dsta l l er wo o d- f r a m e
a ndcr o ss- l a m ina tedbea m str uctur es.

C o stsa sso cia tedwiththispr o cessm a y bepa ssed o nto per so nsr equesting tha ta ppr o va l .

Under the a ct, thepr o vincewil l r eview pr o po sa l sf o r inno va tivebuil ding co ncepts.

Tho setha tr equir e a specia l dir ectivewil l pa y a f ee f o r exper tsto ensur etha tthebuil ding ca n
m eetr equisitesta nda r ds.

Them a insig nif ica nce o f thenew Buil ding A ctistha tthepr o vincia l g o ver nm entno w ha s
a utho r ity f o r a l l buil ding r eg ul a tio nsinBr itishC o l um bia .

W ewil l seeho w quickl y the g o ver nm entm o vesto im pl em entpr o vince- wide r eg ul a tio nsto
r epl a ce l o ca l by l a ws, a ndwha ttheco ntento f tho se r eg ul a tio nswil l be.

C ur r entl y , so m e l o ca l buil ding by l a wsa r edesig nedto l im itl o ca l g o ver nm entl ia bil ity f o r
neg l ig entinspectio na nd o ther f a ul tso r o m issio ns.

Itwil l beinter esting to seetheextentto whichpr o vince- wide r eg ul a tio nsa r edesig nedto do
thesa m e, a ndwhether they a r eef f ective.

Itwil l a l so beinter esting to seeho w the g o ver nm entba l a ncesthepo l icy o f co nsistent
r eg ul a tio nsthr o ug ho utthepr o vincewithr equestsby l o ca l a utho r itiesf o r va r ia nces.

Thisa r ticl eispr o vided f o r g ener a l inf o r m a tio no nl y . Itm a y no tbe r el iedupo na sl eg a l
a dvice.

DirkLaudanisapartner at BordenLadner GervaisLLP(BLG)and practicesinthe areasof
constructionand suretydisputes,realestate law,medialaw and commerciallitigation.
Alexander Bjornsonisanarticlingstudent at BLG specializinginconstructionand
commerciallitigation.Send commentsor questionstoeditor@ journalofcommerce.com.
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C o py r ig htC o nstr uctC o nnectTM . A l l r ig htsr eser ved. " C o nstr uctC o nnect" isa dba f o r
C M D H o l ding s.

The f o l l o wing r ul esa ppl y to theuse o f thissite:
Ter m so f Use a ndP r iva cy Sta tem ent

Page 4of4JournalOfCommerce -B.C.’sBuildingActmovestowardsprovince-wide requirements

02/12/2016h ttp://journalofcommerce.com/Labour/News/2015/6/BCs-Building-Act-moves-towards-province-wi...


